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1.0  Introduction 
 
Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, the Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) is preparing this Final Supplemental Environmental Assessment 
(EA) for the Water Year (WY) 2011 Interim Flows Project (Proposed Action or Project).  This 
Final Supplemental EA is being prepared to extend the period of modified releases of water from 
Friant Dam for one additional year (WY 2011 or October 1, 2010 to September 30, 2011) in 
accordance with the flow schedule in Exhibit B of the Settlement in NRDC et al. v. Rodgers et 
al. (Settlement), and in a manner consistent with Federal, State and local laws, and any 
agreements with downstream agencies, entities, and landowners.  This Final Supplemental EA 
supplements the Draft EA/Initial Study (IS) for the WY 2010 Interim Flows Project (herein 
referred to as the WY 2010 Final EA/ IS), includes a review of the WY 2010 Final EA/IS, 
synthesizes discussions/results where conditions have changed, and evaluates potential impacts 
due to implementation of the Proposed Action in consideration of changed conditions or new 
data/information that have occurred since the approval of the WY 2010 Final EA/IS.  

1.1  Overview of the Final Supplemental EA 
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires that an EA include the need for the 
proposed action, the proposed action and alternatives, the probable environmental impacts of the 
proposed action, and the agencies and persons consulted during the preparation of the EA.  
Reclamation policy states that the public draft EA and Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) is placed on the Reclamation NEPA database and a press release is sent to notify the 
public of the comment period for the document.  The Final Supplemental EA includes all 
comments received on the Draft Supplemental EA and the responses to those comments.  The 
Final Supplemental EA also includes clarifications based on comments received during the 
comment period in the form of errata.  The Final Supplemental EA serves as the factual support 
document for the conclusions in the corresponding Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).   
 
This Final Supplemental EA is composed of two documents, the Draft Supplemental EA and this 
Final Supplemental EA.  The Draft Supplemental EA was available for public review on  
June 11, 2010 and distributed to potentially interested parties for a 30-day public review period, 
as well as being placed on the publicly-accessible Reclamation NEPA database.  The public 
review period was extended two weeks and closed on July 23, 2010.  This Final Supplemental 
EA contains a list of commentors on the Draft Supplemental EA and their comment letters in 
Chapter 2.  The lead agencies response to the environmental considerations raised in the 
comment letters are provided in Chapter 3 and revisions to the Draft Supplemental EA are 
provided in Chapter 4.  References are provided in Chapter 5.  Both volumes of the Final 
Supplemental EA must be read together.  This Final Supplemental EA does not repeat the 
information in the Draft Supplemental EA.   
 
Section 1503.4, Response to Comments, of the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) CEQ 
Regulations on Implementing NEPA, states that if changes in response to comments are minor 
and are confined to making factual corrections or an explanation of why the comments do not 
warrant further agency response, citing the sources, authorities, or reasons which support the 
agency’s position, then the agencies may write them on errata sheets and attach them to the 
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statement instead of rewriting the draft statement.  In such cases only the comments, the 
responses, and the changes and not the final statement need be circulated.  As no substantive 
comments were received related to modification of alternatives, development and evaluation of 
alternatives not previously given serious consideration by the agency, or suggestions on 
improvements or modifications to existing analyses in the document (NEPA CEQ Regulation 
1503(a)), the responses to comments are provided as errata and the Draft Supplemental EA is 
incorporated by reference into this Final Supplemental EA. 
 
As this Final Supplemental EA is partially based on the analyses and conclusions in the WY 
2010 Final EA/IS, the WY 2010 Final EA/IS is also incorporated by reference.   
 
 
 

 



Interim Flows Project ‐ Water Year 2011     
Final Supplemental Environmental Assessment    3 – September 2010 

2.0  Comments 
 
This section contains a copy of comment letters received from Federal agencies, State agencies, 
local agencies and organizations, and individuals.  Table 2-1 indicates the commenting entity and 
abbreviation used to identify commentors.  Individual comments within a comment letter are 
delineated by the abbreviation and sequential number (e.g., NMFS-1).  Responses to comments 
are provided in Chapter 3, Responses to Comments, and are numbered corresponding to the 
numbers assigned in the letter.  Modifications to the Draft Supplemental EA made in response to 
comments are included in Chapter 4 of this Final Supplemental EA (the Errata section of this 
document).   
 

Table 2-1.  
Summary of Comment Letters Received and  

Abbreviations used to Identify and Respond to Comments 

Abbreviation Agency Affiliation 

NMFS National Marine Fisheries Service Federal Agency 

CVFPB Central Valley Flood Protection Board State Agency 

FWUA Friant Water Users Authority Local Agency 

LSJLD Lower San Joaquin Levee District Local Agency 

SJRECWA & RMC* San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water 
Authority and San Joaquin River Resource 
Management Coalition 

Local Agency & 
Organization 

SLDMWA & SWC* San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority and 
State Water Contractors 

Local Agency 

SLDMWA & 
SJRECWA 

San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority and 
San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water 
Authority 

Local Agency 

PFC(A) Paramount Farming Company Individual  

PFC(B) Paramount Farming Company Individual  

  Information and attachments provided with these comment letters are included as Attachments A-1 and A-2, 
respectively to this document. 

 
 
One late comment letter was received on September 3, 2010 from the San Luis & Delta-Mendota 
Water Authority and the San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water Authority.  Although 
this letter was late and a response is not required under NEPA, Reclamation has chosen to allow 
the inclusion of this comment into the record for the Final Supplemental EA. 
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Comments from National Marine Fisheries Service 

 

   

NMFS-1 
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NMFS-2 

NMFS-3 

NMFS-1 
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NMFS-4 
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Comments from Central Valley Flood Protection Board 

   

CVFPB-1 
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Comments from The Lower San Joaquin Levee District 

   

LSJLD-1 
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LSJLD-5a 

LSJLD-5b 
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